& . CITY CouNCIL
_.s..,%\ ! ATLANTA, GEORGIA

<A RESOLUTION 04- @_1 590

a‘:‘p BY PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPLY FOR AND
ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $500,000, REQUIRING NO LOCAL
MATCH, FOR A PROGRAM TO SOLVE COLD CASES WITH DNA
TESTING TECHNIQUES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, recent advances in collection and testing of DNA evidence as a tool for
solving crimes now has evolved to a point where evidence, such as hair samples,
collected years ago could now yield evidence sufficient to solve criminal cases long
considered unsolvable, and ‘

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Police Department has a strong interest in solving older cases
that could involve perpetrators still pursuing criminal careers, or victim’s survivors still
frustrated by lack of resolution of a criminal act, and

WHEREAS, the National Institute of Justice is presently seeking proposals from state
and local law enforcement agencies with an interest in solving cold cases with advanced
evidence testing techniques, and '

WHEREAS, reopening cold cases using advanced DNA testing techniques has proven
successful in solving homicides in other cities, such as Kansas City, Missouri, and the
National Institute of Justice is keenly interested in learning if these successes can be
replicated in other cities

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Section one: that the Mayor is hereby authorized to apply for and accept a grant from the
National Institute of Justice in an amount not to exceed $500,000 for a program to reopen
cold case investigations using advanced DNA testing techniques.

Section two: That no matching funds are required from the City for this program.

Section three: that the Mayor is empowered to sign grant award documents upon
approval of the City’s application by the National Institute of Justice.

Municipal Clerk, cfic
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